A HISTORY OF POLAND

plays, die politics of the period were envenomed with
the poison that was everywhere infecting the arts and
manners of Europe at die time. At one period, even,
Warsaw might have been pre-eminendy the gay city
of Europe, but for the difficulty of getting there. No-
where, even in those days, was travel so hard and un-
pleasant as in die kingdom of Poland. The best roads
were mere cart-tracks; die best inns were dirty hovels
kept by dishonest Jews. Horses and vehicles were
difficult to procure, and the most hardened animals could
make but little progress on the primitive highways.
Even the traffic facilities afforded by the excellent rivers
were largely neglected. It is not hard to understand,
therefore, how the larger part of Poland was practically
inaccessible to the ordinary traveller.
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